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Pustic ADMINISTRATION. 


The Medini, of the 29th January, makes the following observations 
The Midnapore canal steamer. respecting the steamer which plies on the 
A complaint. Midnapore canal me: — arrangements 
lling by the Midnapore canal steamer are far from convenient to 
apenial pe seiniviaes. Indeed, if the reports that are received be 
true, it were really to be wished that the use of the steamer were altogether 
discontinued. It is said that recently certain native females not being able 
to get out of the steamer with promptitude, an officer of the steamer laid 
his hands on their person and pushed them down into water. It was night 
when this took place. Then again quite recently a person, an intending 
passenger, who had two heavy bags on his shoulders, suddenly fell into the 
water, and was on the point of being drowned, when he was rescued by a 
philanthropic gentleman, the officers of the steamer not making the least 
effort to save him. The writer directs the attention of the authorities to the 
instances of carelessness on the part of the officers of the steamer. _ 
2, The same paper regrets to observe that in spite of its repeated 
Oppression in the khas mehals of protests, acts of highhandedness committed by 
Midnapore. officers of Government in the khas mehals of 
the Midnapore district have increased in number. Reports are frequently 
received of houses being pulled down, persons being arrested and subjected to 
other indignities, and goods seized in connection with the certificate procedure. 
Recurrence of these highhanded acts has gradually destroyed the belief that 
oppression cannot exist under British rule. The writer earnestly implores 
Lord Ripon to attend to the sufferings of the tenants of Government khas 
mehals, and now that Government is about to pass a rent law for the benefit 
of the ryots of the zemindars, to adopt measures for saving its own tenants 
from oppression. Government as zemindar should not certainly have any 
law for its particular benefit. 

3. The Anand Bazar Patrikd, of the 29th January, after giving an 
Mr. Macaulay on Local Self-Govern- abstract of the speech of Mr. Macaulay on the 
ment. constitution of Local Boards, expresses a hope 
that the public may not be disappointed by Mr. Macaulay’s Bill, as it has 
already been by Mr. Reynolds’ Municipal Bill. The editor is sorry to hear 
that the Local Boards Bill is not going to be passed into law this year, and 
is apprehensive lest the expected favour might suffer from delay. 

4, Ihe same paper notices what it considers the strange proceedings 
Ge aa of Mr. Metcalfe in the mofussil. Mr. Metcalfe, 


: though deputed to institute a thorough enquiry 
into the murder in Pubna, has behaved ina manner wholly unaccountable. 
Though Mr. Barrow and Mr. Rattray are really the defendants in this 
case, and Azim Chowdhari the plaintiff, yet Mr. Metcalfe has thought 
ft to collect evidence against Azim Chowdhari alone, and to amuse 
himself in the company of the real defendants. We are told, the writer 
proceeds, that before submitting the report to the Government, 
Mr. Metcalfe called the editor of the local newspaper before him, and asked 
him whether he was going tosay anything in behalf of Azim Chowdhari. The 
editor being no way connected with Azim Chowdhari, did not return any 
answer to Mr. Metcalfe’s question. No questions again have been put to 
the doctcr under whose treatment the wounded man, who has subsequently 
died, was placed. The inhabitants of Pubna are surprised and 
astonished at the proceedings of Mr. Metcalfe. The writer concludes with 
“xpressing a desire that the Government, if satisfied with Mr. Metcalfe’s 
report, might publish it in order to exculpate two of its chief officers from 


_ Supposed participation in guilt, and even if it were not for that, it might do 
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so at least for the sake of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor and his 
- ministers. 


5. The same paper draws attention to a case of theft brought before 
ae Mr. Henderson, me reo Magistrate of Cal. 
A case of theft tried by the Police Gytta, The accused, a Kuropean, was charged 
ee with the theft of Rs. 50. The guilt bela 
proved, he was sentenced to a week’s simple imprisonment. Now on another 
occasion a native boatman accused of stealing a few handfuls of rice 
was brought before the same Magistrate. The accused pleaded guilty, 
and was sentenced to three months’ rigorous imprisonment. The paper 
notices these and similar instances in order to draw attention to the 
different sentences awarded in the two cases respectively. 


6: The Charu Vartd, of the 29th January, has the following remarks 


eee on the new Municipal Bill :—Having shown 
cay aps aiden the necessity of the language used in the Bill, 
relating to the election of the Chairman, being more explicit, and having 


noticed the sort of qualifications which a Chairman ought to possess, the 
writer draws attention to the fact that the Bill is completely silent as to 
the qualifications of a Chairman. The power of selecting the Chairman 
has been reserved in the hands of the Lieutenant-Governor. His Honor 
would either appoint the Chairman himself or invest the Commissioners 
with the power of selection. The nnmber of Commissioners again 
is to be fixed by the Lieutenant-Governor, who will also prescribe 
the necessary qualifications of the electors. The approval of His Honor 
again is necessary to remove from his office any Chairman either unfit for 


his duties, or accused of any offence, even when his dismissal is voted by 
two-thirds of the Commissioners. 


Again, one municipality will not be able to advance money to another 
municipality even for good purposes, without the sanction of the 
Lieutenant-Governor. Now if His Honor intends to take so many duties 
upon his own shoulders, and if his approval is necessary at every step, 


then where is the necessity of a new municipal law? Everything might 
have been left to the discretion of His Honor. The writer does not 
mean to cast any reproach on His Honor, but who is to certify that His 
Honor’s successor would be as liberal as he is? Another point, it is 
impossible for the Lieutenant-Governor to see everything for himself; con- 
sequently in most things he must be advised by District Magistrates and 
Commissioners. Thus the old state of things will return in a new shape. 
It is not certainly desirable that the power of electing the Commis- 
sioners should be vested in every municipality without any distinction of 
grade and importance, but what is desirable is that there ought to be a 
specific law on this point. What morewill the people gain, if Mr. Rey- 
nolds’ Bill becomes law, than an allowance of Rs. 3,000 or Rs. 4,000 at 
most, and one or two new privileges? The method of election remains the 
same, ‘The only difference is that what was formerly prevalent in three or 
four municipalities only is now intended to be extended to all first class 
municipalities. Whether or not the privilege is to be extended to second 
class municipalities remains doubtful. Hitherto Magistrates of districts 
and Deputy Magistrates of sub-divisions have been selected as Chait- 
men; under the present law some of the municipalities would have their 
Chairman appointed by His Honor, while a few others would select their 
own. After thus showing that the changes contemplated by the present 


Bill are few and unimportant, the writer asks—Is it by means of this sort 
of self-government that His Excellency the Viceroy intends to confer 3 
political education upon the people ? 
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7. The same paper makes the following comments on Mr. Cunning- 
ham’s Minute on the Rent Bill. According 
Mr. Cunningham's Noteonthe Rent + Mr, Cunningham, during the time which has 
r elapsed since the permanent settlement was 
made, the income of the zemindars has increased to Rs. 63 crores, whereas 
the increase of the Government revenue has been estimated at Rs. 50 lacs. 
The zemindars have derived this income from the ryots alone. The writer 
proceeds to remark that even admitting that the zemindars have violated 
the conditions of the contract they had entered into with the Government, 
‘s it not a fact that the Government itself is guilty of the same offence by 
‘ts creation of rights, no mention of which is to be found in the permanent 
settlement ? Again Mr. Cunningham’s statement that the zemindars have 
largely increased their income by tyrannizing over the ryots is based on a 
misrepresentation of facts, the truth being that the increase has been due 
to the fact of new lands being brought under cultivation. 
8. The Bangabdsi, of the 3rd February, is exceedingly gratified 


oo to learn that Lord Ripon is desirous of 
Bg pA ay ee alan the appointing a native gentleman to represent 
the ryots’ cause in the Indian Legislative 
Council, on the occasion of the introduction into it of the Bengal Rent Bill. 
According to the Editor, the following gentlemen are fit to receive this 
honour :—(1) Pundit Iswara Chandra Vidy4sdgar. This gentleman, however, 
has in a manner retired from active life; (2) Mr. Ananda Mohan Bose, 
Barrister-at-law ; (8) Babu Kali Charan Banerji, pleacer ; (4) Babu Akshaya 
Chandra Sarkar, Editor of: the Sddharané; and (5) Babu Surendra Nath 
Banerjee, who, however, would render more valuable service to the country 
from without than from within the Council, Among Government officers 
Babus Bunkim Chundra Chatterjee and Romesh Chundra Dutt are men- 
tioned in this connection. 
9. The Sddhdrani, of the 4th February, asks Government not 


; to renew the lease of the Kastern Bengal 

pay ern Bengal Railway Com- Railway -Company, the reason being that 

the management of the Company has been 

the cause of great dissatisfaction to the passengers. Government ought to 
take the management into its own hands. , 


10. The same paper draws the attention of the Government to the 


Oa Se miserable state of Kulai and other villages 
| ies ' under thana Ketugram, chiefly caused by the 
inundations of the Ajaya. The road from Cutwa to Bolapore, which 
was being constructed through the exertions of Babu Bhagabana 
Chandra Basu, has been partially destroyed by flood and rain. The 
Magistrates and the Deputy Magistrates during their mofussil tours take no 
notice of the miserable state of things in the villages they pass through. 
When the Boad Cess was first imposed, Government in a manner 
pledged itself to apply the revenue derived from that source to local purposes. 
But what is to be regretted is that the pledge remains still unredeemed. 
Government is asked to cause repairs to the road leading to Cutwa, and join 
\s with that to Bolapore. By doing this one great cause of inconvenience 
now felt so keenly by the villages of Ketugram and others will be removed. 
ll. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 4th February, draws attention to the 
Silddae ils ot wines inconvenience felt by the munsifs for want 
oP  . of suitable lodgings. The writer cites the case 
a ad00 Syam Kishor Basu, the munsif of Narayana Ganja, who in vain 
~ Saroured to find suitable lodgings in that pace Owing to this incon- 
teenie oe munsif has been forced to send back his family. The writer 
shear: knowledge and respectability, why should they 

Vantage which their brethren in the Executive Service enj oy P 


the munsifs are in no way inferior to Depsly Magistrates in. 
e deprived of the 
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12. The same paper notices the injustice done by the High Court to 
students appearing in the Committee Exani- 
nation of law. This examination Consists 
of two parts—the oral and the written. Most of the students feel a 
difficulty in passing the oral examination. Again, to students who fail in 
the oral examination, the written one becomes of no use. In the oral 
examination different questions are asked to different students, so that they 
labour under the disadvantage of being judged by different standards. The 
paper concludes by remarking that the High Court may be pleased to 
take the question into its consideration and remove the cause of complaint. 


The Committee Examination. 


13. The same paper, after giving a summary of Mr. Macaulay's speech 
; on Self-Government, thus sets forth its points 
Mr. Macaulay on Local Self-Govern- of difference with Mr. Macaulay’s scheme :—. 
nee In the first place, there is no reason why the 
right of election should be withheld men who earn Rs. 50 or more 
by means other than service. Besides, when the object of Self-Government 
is to teach men politics, there is no reason why. nien following independent 
professions should be excluded from their share in it. 


Again the creation of a Central Board consisting of three gentlemen, 
in the absence of District Boards, does not appear reasonable. It has 
already been remarked that without District Boards the work of Self-Govern- 
ment would not go on properly. According to Mr. Macaulay, Local Boards 
are intended to lay the foundation of Self-Government in this country, and 
the creation of District Boards will have the effect of taking away 
from the importance and usefulness of Local Boards. Now it is difficult 
to understand what this means. How could the mere creation of District 
Boards have this effect? If the objection were valid, the same thin 
might be said with reference to Local Boards and the Central Board or the 
Union Committee and the Local Board. Again, that Magistrates should 
have any concern with the scheme of Self-Government is by no means 
desirable. Their connection with it might in time shake the edifice of 
Self-Government to its very foundation. Though Mr. Macaulay speaks 
of the ordinary Government officers, and especially the Civilians, in very 
high terms, still the writer knows from personal experience that mast of 
them are extremely opposed to the proposed scheme of Self-Government. 


14. The same paper condemns Mr. Cunningham’s Minute on the Rent Bill, 


oe and remarks that the line of argument which 
Bart Cunningham's note onthe Rent ‘has led Mr. Cunningham to advise Government 


ae to destroy the immemorial rights of the zemin- 
dar would, if it were extended in its application, lead to tremendous confv- 


sion. It is evident from the Minute that the writer is at pains to show that the 
condition of the ryots is one which excites pity, but he has not shown, as he 
ought to have done, what portion of the earnings of the ryot goes to the 
zemindar. In conclusion the writer remarks that the proposed law should be 
so enacted as not to injuriously affect (1) the permanent settlement, (2) the 


immemorial rights of the ryot and the zeminder, (8) the convenience the 


zemindar is entitled to in realising the rent legally due to him, and (4) 
rights of the ryot. 


15. The same paper has the following regarding Mr. Sharp, the Magistrate 


tie We i ee of Furreedpore :—This gentleman _ hardly 
pore. allows anybody within sight to use an 


| — umbrella,-and is very negligent in answerin 
even the official letters. Rips. : 


Owing to this negligence, mischief is done to the 
The writer remarks in conclusion that had he 
been thought fit for dismissal. , 


native subordinate officers. 
been a native he would have 
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16. The Navavibhdkdr, of the 5th February, makes the followin co ih We. 
observations regarding District Boards an 
sccegasemeusate the Board of Control under the Local Self- 
Government scheme. The writer dwells on the desirability of either estab- 
lishing District Boards or of fundamentally altering the proposed constitution 
of the Central Board, which the Government contemplates establishing in 
Calcutta. 


Now, it appears from what Mr. Macaulay has said on the subject, that 
the Board should consist of three gentlemen, the President being a 
European. Whether he should be a Civilian or not, is not clear from 
Mr. Macaulay’s speech. Now these three, consisting of two natives and 
a European head, are, it would seem, to become the creators or destroyers 
of all the Self-Government Boards to be established throughout Bengal. 
Considering the way in which the Board is going to be constructed, and 
the power of interference which is legally vested in the Magistrates, the 
non-creation of District Boards is in all probability to become a source 
of great mischief. Since the whole country has for purposes of adminis- 
tration been divided into parts, and every one of these parts has got a 
District Magistrate, Civil Surgeon, District Engineer, &c., besides the Road 


Cess and other Committees, there is no reason why it should be without 
a District Board. ) 


As an alternative certain changes may with advantage be introduced 
in the present constitution of the Board of control, though it is doubt- 
ful whether Government will introduce them. If the Government is 
uawilling to adopt the alterations proposed, it ought to establish District 


Boards so that neither the Magistrate nor the Board of control will be able 
to injure the Local Boards. 


The alterations proposed are that the number of members should be 
increased, that the elective system be introduced in nominating the members, 
that provision should be made for enabling the members to purchase the 

_ services of a president, a secretary and an engineer. This arrangement appears 
necessary to meet but partially the desideratum caused by the non-creation of 
District Boards. Moreover the Board which the Government contemplates 
establishing (in Calcutta) is likely to be more partial to the interests of the 
Government than to those of the people. Though it is true that the interests 
of the Government are identical with those of the people who live under it, 
yet what is to be regretted is that Government servants in this country do 


not seem to realize this truth. For this reason the Board should be composed 
of men interested in the welfare of the people. 


The writer insists on the number of members being increased, and 
the system of representation introduced in electing members. In 
case those two things were left undone, the creation of District Boards 
would become a matter of necessity. Nor is it likely that the creation 


of District Boards will in any way complicate the scheme of Local Self- 
| Government. 


17, Writing on the subject of the trial of Kuropeans by native %4v4viemaxae. 


The trial of Europeans by natives. 2 U4ges, the same paper after complimenting 
' His Excellency the Viceroy and his Council — 


on the part they have taken in the matter, 


of amending the portions of the Criminal Procedure C 
Code t 
question, proceeds to remark: It is ese, Seon 


a thing to be recretted that from 
among numerous provisions equally object: — 1 
“ap Re ap b qually jectionable one only has been selected 


and after dwelling on the necessit 


NaVAVIBHAKAR. 


NavVaVIBHAKAR. 


oe, 


Besides the amendment which is in contemplation is but a partial 
one. The writer declines to discuss the subject fully before the pub. 
lication of the Bill. The remarks, therefore, he now makes are based 
on Mr. Ilbert’s speech. 

The Bill if passed into law, as proposed by the Law Member, wil] 
abolish the distinctions between the native and Huropean administrators 
of law only in name: in point of fact the distinction will not be abolished 
wholly. It is the members of the Native Civil Service that will be 
benefited by the alteration : the uncovenanted officers will still be prevented 
from trying Europeans. Hven when the law is amended, the officers in charge 
of subedivisions still labour under a disability to try Huropeans; then 
will not the amendment be one only in name ? 

If the abilities of the officers are only taken into consideration, 
then of course the law should only provide that none, no matter whether 


or not he was a civilian, should be allowed to try Kuropeans, but those 
only that are considered fit for this work. 


The writer observes in conclusion that the Government should 
amend all that is objectionable in the Act; secondly, the portion about to 
be amended, be completely amended. 

18. The same paper remarks:—The love of Englishmen for English. 

men is notorious, as illustrated in numerous 
Eoglishecn man'® love for another instances which are cropping up almost every 


day. Not to speak of Messrs. Rattray, 
Manson, and other high officers who would almost seem to be free 


from the restraints cf law, even when they commit a murder or send 


the innocent to jail, the ordinary Englishmen also, when guitly of any 
offence, are generally free from the penalties of law. For the convenience 
of English criminals, their brethern have created a new class of offences 
called offences committed by accident. The English doctors have discovered 
a new disease called the Rupture of the Spleen. ‘That even English Judges 
are not free from partiality for English culprits, is evident from the Fuller 
Minute of Lord Lytton. That celebrated Minute was written simply because 
the judge had been partial towards the English criminal. That European 
juries often sympathise with European criminals is also notorious. What, 
again, is the meaning of such sentences as the following :—* In delivering the 
verdict, you should forget that the criminal is an Englishman ” which an 
impartial judge addresses to the jury. After dwelling on instances of like 
nature, the writer comments ona speech of Mr. Ilbert, in which he 
expressed himself to the effect that all law suits in which Englishmen. 
are involved do not in general admit of an easy solution, and that it is 
for this reason that it is incumbent on His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor 
to select those officers alone who are fit to try Europeans. 

It appears from the above speech of Mr. Ilbert that according to 
him the trial of Europeans should be conducted with greater caution 
than what is necessary in trying natives. Now, what is the meaning of 
such speeches? Is it that even in his eyes the lives of Europeans are more 
valuable than those of natives? Are Englishmen alone men? Are 
natives to be considersd even inferior to cows and sheep? ‘The Deputy 
Magistrates can send to jail hundreds of thousands of natives, but how 


is it that they are prevented from exercising authority over a few European 
criminals ? 


19. On the question of sending a ryots’ representative to the Indian 


Ryots’ representative in the Indian Legislative 
Council. 


= Council, the same paper, makes 
the following practical suggestions :—. 
That some one among those named in the newspapers as persons fit 


for a seat in the Council (Baboo Anundo Mohun Bose, Baboo Lal Mohun 


Peay 


Ghosh, Mr. W. C. Banerjee, Baboo Guru Dass Banerjee, and Baboo Surendra 
Nath Banerjee, &c.) ought to be selected by Government ; that the writer would 
be very glad if Government selected some three or four men from the class 
of educated natives, that it would rejoice exceedingly if the power of selecting 
members for the Legislative Council were vested in some public assembly. 
90. In a separate article headed “ The necessity of a representative 
Representative Government in System being introduced into India,” the same 
India. paper remarks that India is ripe for the recep- 
tion of the system of representation, and quotes from Major Osborn’s article 
in the Contemporary Review for December last to substantiate this position. 
91. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 5th February, in an article 
) headed “Is Lord Ripon a weak governor ?” 
ee endeavours to show, by citing numerous ex- 
amples, that the charge of weakness brought against the Viceroy is absolutely 
false. Amongst the examples cited by the paper, that of investing Baboo 
Romesh Chunder Mitter with the office of the Acting Chief Justice and 
that of His Excellency’s embracing the Catholic faith may be noticed. 
22. A correspondent of the Som Prakash, of the 5th February, thus 
Chsiate ta distelet Jurisdiction. dwells on the inconvenience caused by change 


in the district jurisdiction of the 24-Per- 
gunnahs: the inclusion of Satkhira, hitherto a sub-division of the 24- 


Pergunnahs, in zillah Khulna, has become a source of serious inconvenience 
to the inhabitants of Satkhira, and especially to those of thana Kaligunge. 

In the first place, the journey from Kaligunge to Alipore, the site of 
the Appeal Court of the 24-Pergunnahs, is easy, the distance between them 
being small. The time taken in traversing the distance is generally 24 
hours. On the way in almost every turn of the river Jamuna there is a good 
bazar, where all sorts of food can be had at any time of the day, and even 
at night. Again no inconvenience is felt on account of lodgings. None of 
the rivers to be crossed in coming to Alipore, except the Jamuna, are broad 
enough ; consequently the journey is almost free from the dangers of 
navigation. | 

On the other hand, the state of things is different at Khulna. The 
distance between Khulna and Kaligunge is so great that it could hardly 
be traversed in three days ; journey by country boats is inconvenient, while 
on the boat a Hindu cannot eat anything for fear of contact with Muho- 
medans; so that during a journey lasting for three or four days, he must go 
without his daily food. Again the cost of the journey often amounts to 
Rs. 15 or Rs. 16. Before reaching Khulna a man must cross the Sibsa, the 
Bhadra, the Kapotaksha, and other rivers where navigation is not easy. 
Besides the way is infested with thieves and robbers. : 

In the second place, the Central Bengal Railway, which reaches Khulna 
after passing through Banagrama and Gobaradanga, will be of no use to the 
inhabitants of Kaligunge. 

_ Thirdly, while Alipore is equally accessible by land and water, conve- 
nience of journey by land is entirely wanting in the case of Khulna. 
Properly speaking, there is no passage by land to Khulna. 

Fourthly, the transfer of Satkhira from zillah 24-Pergannahs has 

eprived most of the inhabitants of Kaligunge of the advantages arising out 
of their possessing houses in Calcutta. 

After pointing out numerous other reasons, the writer prays to Mr. 
Thomson that he be pleased to include thana Kaligunge in sub-division 

asirahata, and thus save the inhabitants from a good deal of trouble 
and inconvenience. 


23. The same paper (in an article headed “ The increase of cost in 
Increase in the cost of litigation Courts”) complains of an increase in cost of 
ig 3 litigation. The efforts of the Government to 


NaVAVIBHAKAR. 
February 6th, 1883. 


Amanda BasaB 
Patrika, 


February 6th, 1883. 


Som Paeaxkaée, 
February 5th, 1883. 


Som Prakasa. 


Som PRakaSH, 
February 65th, 1883. 


Mxrpist, 
February 6th, 1883. 


Buarat Miatrer, 
February 9th, 1883. 


i = 


discourage litigation by increasing the cost is of no avail,since the canseg 
which actuate men to litigate are not thereby removed. | 
24. On the question of the proposed amendment of the Criminal 
Proposed amendment of the Crimi- Procedure Code, the same paper, after compli- 
nal Proceduré Code. menting the Viceroy on his greatness as 
displayed in his deeds and speeches, suggests. that the proposed amend. 
ment of the Code in question ought to be acomplete one, so that the 
power of trying Europeans might be extended to all classes of Magistrates, 
whether they be Civilians or not. 
95. The Medini, of the 5th February, while condemning the procedure 
. followed by Government officers in realizing 
Canal rates in Midnapore. ‘ 
water-rates and assessing rents on khas 
mehals in the Midnapore district, concludes with the remark that the 
inclusion of fresh date-juice among exciseable articles would have excited 
no dissatisfaction had it been adopted during the administration of 
Sir Ashley Eden. 
26. A correspondent of the same paper exhorts the Commissioner of the 
in Wik Rajshahye Division, who has been intrusted 
gece with the enquiry in the Pubna case, to collect 
the facts of the case from the general public without paying undue regard to 
the representations of Government officers. 

27. he Bharat Mihir, of the 9th February, has the following con- 
Mr. Macaulay on Local Self-Govern. ments on the scheme of Local Self-Government 
—_— as expounded by Mr. Macaulay :—In the first 
place the Editor sees no reason why the Government is so much taken up with 
the idea of a Central Bourd. The creation of a Central Board will, it is 
feared, produce great mischief in the country. The writer would not 
have been so much apprehensive of mischief had there been established 
District Boards as intermediate agencies between the Local Boards and the 
Central Board. It is not easy to see why the proposal for the construc- 
tion of the Central Board, after having been rejected once, has again found 
favour with the Supreme Government. The Board, it is said, would consist 
of three gentlemen. But who is to repose confidence in this Board? 
Who is so dull as to believe the Board to be the head of the scheme 
of Self-Government ? What right, again, has Government to expend 
so}much money on the Central Board? Who is, again, to bear the 
burden of the expense? It is not possible for Government to defray 
the expenses of the Central Board from Provincial Funds. Again no 
other Government has ever attempted to establish a Central Board. ‘That 
the Board wouldin no way advance the scheme of Self-Government the 
paper has already made clear in a former issue. Let the Government frame 
rules in any manner it pleases, the Central Board would still be unable to cope 
with the duties that would be imposed upon it. Besides the création of the 
Central Board would have another effect, namely, of not letting the people 
of Bengal understand that Self-Government has been established in their 
country. Again, the objections raised by Mr. Macaulay are notstrong enough 
to convince the people of their alleged mistake about District Boards. Govern- 
ment ought to take notice of the fact that most of the sub-divisions want 
men who are able to discharge the duties of Self-Government. Whereas 
districts being full of men who are both able and practical, the burden 
of the duties of Self-Government mav well be placed on_ theit 
shoulders. Gentlemen sitting on the District Boards may frame 4 
general scheme of duties to be carried out by members of Loéal Boards. 
Again the rule referred to by Mr. Macaulay regarding the election of mem- 
bers is rather hard, and if adopted will have the effect of filling the local 
council-rooms with village putwaries. It is curious that members of the 
Central Board sitting in Calcutta should be supposed to possess a thorough 
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| the mofussil, whereas those coming into contact with the 
esa Grats day are considered unable to appreciate the value and import- 
ance of the state of things passing before their eyes. 

Again, im the outline of the constitution of Boards as drawn by 
Sir Ashley Eden, the part relating to Magistrates being appointed as 
presidents might have been left out. In conclusion the Bditor lays stress 
on the creation of Districts Boards, without which, according to him, the 
whole scheme of Self-Government would he a mockery. _ ; 

98. On the question of sending a ryots’ representative to the Indian 

evots’ representative in the Legislative Council, the Editor of the same 
Indian Legislative Council. paper especially advocates the claims of 
Babu Surendra Nath Banerjee. 

99. The Utkal Darpan, of the 21st January, says complaints have fre- 
quently been made regarding the bad state of 
the ferries, but it is to be regretted that no 
remedial measures have yet been adopted by the authorities. It would seem 
that until some European met with an accident in connection with the 
ferries, there is no hope of the subject being taken up for consideration. The 
evils complained of date from the time when the task of constructing the 
boats was made over to contractors. Allthe boats are in a dilapidated 
state, so that crossing the rivers during the floods is_ really a dangerous task. 
The platforms leading to the boats are so full of holes that cattle get 
injured in passing over them. Now that the Magistrate is in the interior 
of the district, he can easily satisfy himself of the truth of the above account 
by personal inspection. a | | 

30. The same paper writes :—OQn all sides the question of the relation 
| of zemindars and ryots is being agitated. 


According to one party, under the settlement 
made by Lord Cornwallis, the zemindars are the absolute proprietors 


of the land, and no one can deprive them of their rights therein. 
Another party is of opinion that the right of cultivators to the land cultivated 
by them should be clearly established, and that as long as they pay their 
rents none should be able to dispossess them of their lands. There is some 
truth in the opinions of each of these parties. It is a natural law that those 
who cultivate the land should possess it, but how far this would be beneficial 
in this country it is difficult to say. The ryots here are generally un- 
informed and poor, and are not therefore ina position to improve the land. 
On the other hand, the zemindars are intelligent and wealthy men, and it is 
but right that the responsibility of improving the land should rest upon them. 
As a rule zemindars help their ryots, and seek to promote their prosperity. 
The prosperity of the zemindars again depends upon that of the ryots 
When the ryots are well off, the zemindars have no difficulty in collecting 
their rents. Zemindars who do not desire the welfare of their ryots, and are 
entirely absorbed in their own interests, are guilty of violating the 
terms of the permanent settlement and deserve punishment. ‘There is no 
reason why zemindars generally should be held responsible for the short- 
comings of a few amongst them. 

31. The Utkal Dipika, of the 27th January, states that the Kendrapara 


hack es Aided School is henceforth to be a high 
ase, 7 class English school, and it is reported that 

the Jajipore School is to have the same status. The prosperity of these two 

schools is due entirely to Mr. Pawsey’s zealous efforts, and is the chief glo 


of his administration. It is no ordinary source of pleasure to) have suc 
ellicient schools in two of the sub-divisions of the district. 


Si Ticieet a iee | 32. The same paper thus refers to 
| Mr. Pawsey’s transfer :-— 


Mr. Pawsey is an exceedingly gentle, merciful, and considerate persc 
3 ; ; rate person. 
Even the several minor faults hic er 
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out evince his greatness. He has according to his ability done that which 
was fair to everybody. To forgive offences 1s his natural disposition, 
It is sufficient to say that the people are greatly distressed to take leave of 
such a district officer. It is reported that Mr. Jones, by whom he is to by 
relieved, is a respectable, gentle, and merciful man. 

83. Thesame paper mentions a case which came before the last month’, 
sessions, of a Pooree woman falsely charged 
by the police with the murder of her mother. 
in-law. After the first enquiry the police reported that the woman had 
drowned herself, which corresponded with the report of the medical officer 
who examined the body. A Sub-Inspector of Police, after enquiry, sent 
the woman to the Magistrate, and made the husband and child witnesses to 
the mother’s confession (of guilt). Before the Judge the woman said 
she was innocent. Though the child at first give evidence against its mother, 
subsequently the child confessed that he had been taught by 
the zemadar (police) to say what he had done. From the child's 
age, and the manner in which the evidence was given, it was: clear 
he had been instructed as to what to say. The Judge agreed in the verdict 
of the assessors that the accused was innocent, and at once discharged her, 
The Judge in his decision wrote two columns in reference to the conduct 
of the police. It is to be hoped the Magistrate of Pooree and the Police 
Superintendent may rightly consider this case. A police officer who can 
knowingly or in ignorance bring a person to capital punishment is certainly 
to be dreaded. If such a person does not receive proper punishment, 
what hope is there for the safety of the lives and property of the people ? 

34. The same paper expresses its satisfaction with certain acts recently 

<4. a Re done by the Commissioner. It is stated that 
Municipality. =the «Commissioner considers Mr. Manisty’s 
action most improper, and has reported it to 

the Government—a proceeding which is considered very satisfactory. The 
Commissioner has also called for a report on the case relating to the increase 
of license-tax. His explanation of the circumstances under which the tax can 
be increased is quoted as indivating a right understanding of the spirit of the 
law, and he is praised and thanked for promptly issuing proper orders. 
Auother act of the Commissioner which is regarded with great satisfaction, 
is his calling for a full report on the misappropriation of the municipal funds 
not yet properly reported on. The Commissioner’s conduct in prohibiting 
the publication of the newspaper, which Mr. Mantsty had intended to 
issue at the cost of the Municipality, is also considered good and satisfactory. 
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